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HUD- W GERTMENIAN 
OES/SCI/SEP-RLIIMATAINEN 

003623 

P 122353Z FEB 75 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PRIORITY 

UNCLAS STATE 032553 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS:TECH, UR, US 

SUBJECT: US-USSR AGREEMENT ON HOUSING AND OTHER CONSTRUCTION 
REF: A) MOSCOW 1898 B) STATE 15452 

1. EXACT TIMING FOR FIRST JOINT COMMITTEE MEETING WILL 
NOT BE SET UNTIL NEW HUD SECRETARY TAKES OFFICE. (TO 
DATE THE PRESIDENT HAS MADE NO NOMINATION). SOON AFTER 
NEW SECRETARY IS ON BOARD WE WOULD EXPECT HIS/HER CON 
CURRENCE TO HOLDING JOINT COMMITTEE MEETING AT AN EARLY 
DATE, PROBABLY BEFORE END OF FISCAL YEAR (JUNE 30). HUD 

IS PROCEDING ON ASSUMPTION THAT GERTMENIAN PRE-COMMITTEE 
MISSION WOULD BE RE-PROPOSED TO THE SOVIETS TO OCCUR ABOUT 
ONE MONTH PRIOR TO JOINT COMMITTEE MEETING (SUBJECT TO NEW 
SECRETARY'S CONCURRENCE). 

2. HUD IS CONTINUING TO WORK ON PREPARATIONS FOR FIRST 
MEETING AND IS CLOSE TO MAKING FINAL SELECTIONS FOR US 
SIDE OF JOINT COMMITTEE. HUD IS ALSO WORKING ON 
IDENTIFICATION OF PROJECTS. HAS REVIEWED THE SOVIET PRO- 
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POSALS AND FINDS THE POSITIONS OF THE TWO SIDES SIMILAR IN 
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MANY WAYS. 

3. FYI SOV EMB SCI COUNSELOR GUBKIN HAS REQUESTED EARLY 

MEETING WITH HUD ACTING SECRETARY MITCHELL BUT MEETING 
DATE NOT FIRM. HUD WILL INFORM GUBKIN ALONG LINES OF 
ABOVE. END FYI INGERSOLL 
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